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Radical right parties have been on the rise within the European Union and are increasingly seeking to influence politics both on the national and the European level. In the Central and Eastern European member states of the EU, their impact has been felt on mainstream parties, in sensitive policy areas such as minority affairs and asylum, and ultimately even on the quality of the democratic polity. In countries like Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland, Romania, and Slovakia, faced with the electoral threat posed by the rising radical right, mainstream parties often opted for collaboration with their radical right counterparts and the co-optation of their policy positions. As the exploration of these cases suggest, such engagements did not only lead to the mainstream’s positions shifting to the right, but also to restrictions regarding minority rights and asylum regulations across the countries of the region. Furthermore, once such changes unfolded, they stuck—reversals were not likely even once the radical right exited the scene. Ultimately, these shifts signal a challenge to fundamental values of liberal democracy, such as inclusion, and mark the depletion of democracy. Though the focus here lies on countries of Central and Eastern Europe, similar processes may and do unfold also in more established democracies of the European Union.
This talk will present the key take-aways of the monograph titled “Depleting Democracies: Radical Right Impact on Parties, Policies, and Polities in Eastern Europe” written by Michael Minkenberg and Zsuzsanna Végh and published by Manchester University Press (2023).
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