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1. Admissions schedule

Registration and submission of the application in the IRK system: 15 April – 29 May 2025

30 May -4 June 2025 – formal verification of the applications

By  5 June 2025 – informing candidates about mistakes in the IRK application form

By 9 June 2025 – deadline for rectyfing the obvious mistakes in the IRK application form

10 June 2025  – leaving applications with mistakes unprocessed

▪ Qualification proceedings:

○ 1st stage (research projects and scientific activity): 11 – 23 June 2025,

• publication of the 1st stage results: by 26 June 2025,

• publication of the interviews schedule (2nd stage): by 26 June 2025,

• deadline for submitting applications to conduct the intreviews remotely: by 28 June 2025, 

○ 2nd stage (interviews): 3 – 15 July 2025,

○ publication of the ranking list: by 21 July 2025,

○ Accepting documents from candidates recommended to be admitted: 28 July – 22 September

2025,

○ Publication of the list of admitted candidates: by 30 September 2025.

https://irk.uw.edu.pl/en-gb/


2. Assessment criteria in the 1st stage

▪ Maximum number of points: 60 (number of points required to qualify for the second stage - 30 pts).

▪ Criteria:
▪ Initial description of the research project (maximum number of points – 40):

▪ purpose of the research (0–10 points);
▪ novelty and originality of the research project (0-10 points)
▪methodology appropriate for the objective pursued, consistency of argumentation,

transparency of reasoning (0-10 points);
▪ description of the current status of research with references relevant for the research

objective (0-10 points);

▪ Scientific activity of the candidate (maximum number of points – 20). When evaluating scientific
activity, the following elements, confirmed by means of scanned documents, shall be taken into
account:
▪ scientific publications, including scientific articles, sections in multi-author monographs,

single-author monographs, publications in peer-reviewed international conferences materials
(0-8 points);

▪ presentations at national and international scientific conferences with an approved paper (0-8
points)

▪ other elements of the evaluation of the candidate’s experience and scientific achievements,
including awards, honourable mentions, certificates, professional experience, teaching
experience, activity in an academic scientific movement, training, promotion of science, etc.
(0–4 points).).

The conditions for qualification for the 2nd stage are:
1) Receiving at least 30 pts, and
2) Placement within twice the number of places available at the School in a given discipline.



2. Assessment criteria in the 2nd stage

▪ Maximum number of points: 40 (number of points required to be recommended for admission- 20 pts).

▪ Criteria:
1) the candidate’s competencies relevant for the research conducted, including an understanding of the
research topic to be undertaken and subject knowledge (0-20 pts);
2) ability to justify the appropriateness of the choice of discipline and linguistic correctness, including in
particular fluency in the use of scientific language appropriate to the discipline of the research being
undertaken (0-20 points).

▪ The interview is be held in Polish with elements of English or entirely in English, according to candidate’s
preferences indicated in the IRK system.

▪ The interview with the candidate shall be no shorter than 15 minutes, unless the candidate finishes it early.

▪ The interview is recorded.

The conditions for recommendation to be admitted to the School are :

1) Receiving at least 30 pts from the 1st stage, and

2) Receiving at least 20 pts from the 2nd stage, and

3) Placement within the number of places available at the School in a given discipline.
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4. IRK application form

1) Are there any time restrictions on the date of issue of the diploma? - NO
2) What about a diploma issued abroad? - APOSTILLE/LEGALISATION
3) Do grades from studies affect the assessment of my application? - NO
4) Is it necessary to submit a diploma to the School’s office during the admissions

procedure? - NO
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4. IRK application form

• Is there a template for the research project? - NO

• Can the research project be written in English? - YES

• Can the research project be written in another foreign language? - NO

• Does writing a research project in English mean that I will have to write
my dissertation in English? - NO

• Does submitting a research project in English mean that the interview 
will also be conducted in English? - NO

• Do footnotes/references count towards the character limit for the 
research project? - YES

• Can I include the final sections of the research project in the 
bibliography? - NO

• How long should the bibliography be? - approx. 10-20 items
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4. IRK application form

● Is it compulsory to include a specific academic activity in the CV? - NO

● Is it necessary to indicate the average grade of the studies? - NO

● Do I have a chance if I have little scientific activity? - YES

● Are there any time restrictions? - YES (last 5 years)

● Exactly how many points will I get for scientific activity, e.g. scientific

publications? 

● How should I upload scans evidencing scientific activity? -

scans combined into one PDF file

● What is the consequence of not confirming scienftific activity with a scan? -

0 pts

● What if my article will be published in the future?

● How do I confirm my participation in a scientific conference?

● Do I need a language certificate? - NO

● Will my English language level be verified? - YES



4. IRK application form

The supervisor may be a person with a postdoctoral degree (dr hab. or prof.). 
The supervisor must be:
1) a staff member employed at the University, or;
2) a person with the status of professor emeritus of the University.



4. IRK application form

• Link to the declaration: link.

https://sdnh.uw.edu.pl/en/for-candidates/2025-2026-admissions-procedure/
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4. IRK application form

1) Is clicking ‘save’ the same as submitting the application? - YES
2) Can I edit the application once it has been saved? - YES, BY 29 MAY
3) Does mistakenly saving an application in the wrong discipline mean that I will be required

to pay the admission fee? - NO 
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6. Most common mistakes

1. No certified translation of the diploma issued in a language other than Polish

or English.

2. Lack of number of doctoral students under the supervision of the planned

supervisor in the declaration of the planned supervisor

3. The person who is the planned supervisor is not an employee of the

University or is not a person with a postdoctoral degree.

4. Lack of signatures and dates in the submitted documents.

5. Lack of scans of materials confirming scientific activity - not subject to

rectification!

6. Lack of legalisation of a diploma issued abroad (apostille/legalization)



7. Diploma legalisation  – why?



7. Diploma legalisation – how?

An apostille is a certification of the official character of a national document needed if
it is to be used abroad. It confirms the signature and the nature in which the person
who signed the document acted, as well as the identity of the seal on the document.

Recognition of an apostille from States party to the Convention of 5 October
1961 Abolishing the Requirement of Legalisation for Foreign Public Documents.

If the country in which the diploma was issued is not party to this convention, the
document must be legalised (e.g. Egypt).

Link to Parties to the Hague Convention:
https://www.hcch.net/en/instruments/conventions/status-table/?cid=41

https://www.hcch.net/en/instruments/conventions/status-table/?cid=41


8. Admission fee

Termin na dokonanie opłaty rekrutacyjnej: 30 maja 2025 r. (dzień zapłaty 

= dzień zaksięgowania opłaty na koncie UW)



9. Q&A session

DOCTORAL SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES
UNIVERSITY OF WARSAW

School’s office
Dobra 56/66 (room no 0.108)

00-312 Warsaw

e-mail:  rekrutacja.nh@uw.edu.pl

tel. 22 55 22 170

https://sdnh.uw.edu.pl/en/for-candidates/2025-2026-admissions-
procedure/

mailto:rekrutacja.nh@uw.edu.pl

